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MARKING THE DEATH OF HRH THE DUKE OF EDINBURGH 
 
Following the very sad news of the death of His Royal Highness The Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh, 
members of the public may find these notes helpful in understanding how his death is to be marked, both 
nationally and locally. 
 
Further information will be published as it becomes available, and people may wish to refer to other websites 
and agencies such as The Royal Website www.royal.uk , The Isle of Wight Council www.iwight.com , and the 
BBC www.bbc.co.uk . 
 
Planned arrangements will now come into effect covering the eight days from the death of HRH The Duke of 
Edinburgh to the day of His Royal Highness’s Funeral.  At his own request the ceremonial and funeral 
arrangements are relatively simple, and he will receive a Royal Ceremonial Funeral, not a State Funeral.  In 
essence, there will be no Lying in State; rather, the Duke’s coffin will rest in the Private Chapel at Windsor 
Castle where it will remain until the day of the funeral – Saturday 17th April 2021. 
 
Flags 
 
Flags at Half-mast 

As soon as HRH The Duke of Edinburgh’s death was announced officially from Buckingham Palace, flags should 
immediately have been flown at half-mast (for example Union Flags on council buildings, the Flag of St George 
on churches, yacht club Ensigns ashore, and IW County flags).  They should remain at half-mast until eight 
o’clock on the morning of Sunday 18th April 2021, the day after the funeral of His Royal Highness, when they 
should be flown at full mast as normal. 
 
Great care should be taken to ensure that the Union Flag is flown the correct way up. 
 

 
 
Half-mast means the flag is flown two-thirds of the way up the flagpole, with at least the 
height of the flag between the top of the flag and the top of the flagpole.  When a flag is to be 
flown at half-mast, it should first be raised all the way to the top of the mast, allowed to 
remain there for a second and then be lowered to the half-mast position.  When it is being 
lowered from half-mast, it should again be raised to the top of the mast for a second before 
being fully lowered. 
When a British national flag is at half-mast, other flags on the same stand of poles should also 

be at half-mast or should not be flown at all.  Flags of foreign nations should not be flown, unless their 
country is also observing mourning. 
 
National and Royal Mourning 
 
National Mourning will last from Friday 9th April 2021 until the day of the Funeral, Saturday 17th April 2021 
inclusive.  Civic dignitaries and leaders in the community (both men and women) should, and others may, 
observe this period by wearing black ties (men) and black armbands on their left arms, and by generally 
dressing sombrely.  Careful thought should be given to the types of events and activities such as Lunches, 
Dinners, Receptions and so on which may not fit with the mood of the nation, and as a mark of respect need 
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to be cancelled or postponed.  This has to be a local decision and these notes cannot be prescriptive on the 
matter but such decisions will need to be taken as quickly as possible to avoid confusion. 
 
Royal Mourning – The Royal Family will observe two weeks of Royal Mourning starting on Friday 9 th 
April 2021. Royal Mourning will also be observed by Members of the Royal Households, together with 
troops committed to Ceremonial Duties. During this period, Members of the Royal Family may con tinue 
undertaking engagements appropriate to the circumstances. Mourning bands will be worn where 
appropriate. 
 
One-Minute’s Silence will be observed throughout the Nation at 3 o’clock in the afternoon on the day of the 
Funeral. 
 
Books of Condolence are being placed in council libraries across the Island on Monday 12th April 2021 and will 
be available for people to sign during the normal opening hours of those venues.  People are advised to bring 
their own pens to help manage the transmission of COVID-19.  The Books of Condolence will be closed on 
Sunday 18th April 2021 after which they will be archived under arrangements to be made by the Isle of Wight 
Council.  
Books of Condolence are also available online at www.royal.uk.    A selection of messages will be passed onto 
members of the Royal Family and may be held in the Royal Archives for posterity. 
 
 

Saturday 17th April 2021 

 
HRH The Duke of Edinburgh's coffin will be moved from the Private Chapel by a Bearer Party found by 
The Queen’s Company, 1st Battalion Grenadier Guards.  

His Royal Highness’s coffin will be carried in a purpose -built Land Rover, the design of which The Duke 
was involved, flanked by military Pall Bearers in a small Ceremonial Procession from the State Entrance 
to St George’s Chapel, for the Funeral Service. Members of the Royal Family and HRH The Duke of 
Edinburgh’s Household will walk behind the coffin.  

The Funeral Service will be attended by Her Majesty The Queen and Members of the Royal Family. As 
with families across the nation, the congregation will be limited to thirty people but this number 
excludes those acting in an officiating capacity. The coffin, carried by a Bearer Party found by the Royal 
Marines, will be received at the top of the West Steps of St George’s Chapel by the Dean of Windsor 
and the Archbishop of Canterbury. HRH The Duke of Edinburgh’s Naval Cap and Sword  will be placed on 
the coffin ahead of the service and His Royal Highness’s Insignia will be laid on the Altar of the Chapel. 
At the conclusion of the service, His Royal Highness will be interred in the Royal Vault in St George’s 
Chapel. 

Sunday 18th April 2021 

 
From 8.00 am on Sunday 18th April 2021 all flags should be flown at full-mast once more. 
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